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The Cold War (1945-1991)

Harry S. Truman

Josef Stalin

Clement Atlee

Potsdam Conference (1945)

The Division of Europe (1945-1949)

Winston Churchill “Iron Curtain” Speech

George Kennan & the “Containment” of
Communism

The Truman Doctrine

Secretary of State George C. Marshall & the
Marshall Plan

Establishment of the United Nations (1945)

Eleanor Roosevelt & the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

Berlin Blockade & Airlift “Operation
Vittles”

The “Candy Bomber”

National Security Act (1949): Dept. of
Defense; Central Intelligence
Agency & National Security Council

NATO (1949)

NSC-68 (1950)

Gen. Douglas MacArthur & U.S. Postwar
Occupation of Japan (1945-1952)

Civil War in China (1945-1949)

Chiang Kai-shek

Mao Tse-tung (or Zedong)

First Soviet Atomic Bomb (1949)

The Korean War (1950-1953)

Taft-Hartley Act (1947)

President Truman & the 1948 Presidential
Election

Strom Thurmond and the “Dixiecrats”

Henry Wallace & the Progressives

Thomas E. Dewey (Republican)

The Second Red Scare (1948-1954)

Government Loyalty Oath

“Hollywood Ten”

House Un-American Activities Committee

Whittaker Chambers

Alger Hiss

Richard M. Nixon

Julius and Ethel Rosenberg

Sen. Joseph McCarthy (R-WI)

“McCarthyism”

Establishment of Israel (1948)

Ho Chi Minh and the Division of Vietnam
(1954)

“Domino Theory”

The Shah of Iran (1954-1979)

Castro & Cuban Revolution (1959)

Nuclear Arms Race

Operation Crossroads (1946)

First U.S. Hydrogen Bomb (1952)

First Soviet Hydrogen Bomb (1953)

John Foster Dulles & “Massive Retaliation”

U.S. Nuclear Tests (1950-1958)

Nikita Khrushchev

Francis Gary Powers & U2 Incident (1960)

Paris Summit (1960)

The G.I. Bill

Postwar Prosperity

Levittown & Housing Boom

Postwar Baby Boom

Life in the Suburbs

Drive-ins

Television’s “Golden Age”

Rock ‘n’ Roll

Bill Haley & the Comets

Little Richard

Chuck Berry

Fats Domino

Elvis Presley

Buddy Holly

Sputnik (1957)

Sputnik II and Laika (1957)

Explorer

NASA

Truman’s “Fair Deal”

Truman & Civil Rights

Truman’s Desegregation of the Armed
Forces (1948)

1952 Presidential Election

Adlai Stevenson

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Eisenhower’s “Modern Republicanism”

Reactionary Measures by Congress

1956 Presidential Election

Interstate Highway Act, 1956

Thurgood Marshall & Brown vs. Board of
Education (1954)



The Murder of Emmett Till (1955)

Rosa Parks & Montgomery Bus Boycott
(1955)

Martin Luther King, Jr. & the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC)

Non-violent Resistance

The Little Rock Nine (1957)

Greensboro, NC lunch counter “sit-in”
(1960)

John Lewis & the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC)

1960 Presidential Election

John F. Kennedy vs. Richard M. Nixon

Nixon-Kennedy TV debates

The Kennedy Charisma

Jackie Kennedy

Robert “Bobby” Kennedy

JFK’s “New Frontier”

The Peace Corps (1961)

Alliance for Progress

Project Mercury (1961-1963) & the
“Mercury Seven” Astronauts

Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin

Cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova

Astrochimps Ham and Enos

Astronaut Alan Shepard

Astronaut John Glenn

Bay of Pigs Invasion (1961)

Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

Berlin Wall (1961)

JFK’s Berlin Visit (1963)

U.S. involvement in Vietnam (1954-1964)

1963 Test Ban Treaty

James Farmer and the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE)

Freedom Riders (1961)

Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.
contrasted

Birmingham Civil Rights Demonstrations
(1963)

March on Washington & Dr. King’s “I Have
a Dream” Speech (1963)

Kennedy Assassination (1963)

Lee Harvey Oswald & Jack Ruby

The Warren Commission

Civil Rights Act of 1964

Freedom Summer (1964)

1964 Presidential Election

President Johnson vs. Barry Goldwater

Lyndon B. Johnson & “The Great Society”

LBJ’s War on Poverty

Economic Opportunities Act (1965): Office
of Economic Opportunities; Head
Start; Job Corps, etc.

Medicare & Medicaid (1965)

Project Gemini (1964-1966) & Project
Apollo (1967-1980)

March from Selma to Montgomery (1965)

Voting Rights Act of 1965

Urban Riots

Civil Rights Act of 1968

The Vietnam War (1965-1973)

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964)

Operation Rolling Thunder (1965)

Tet Offensive (1968)

Assassination of MLK (1968)

Assassination of Bobby Kennedy (1968)

Democratic Convention Anti-War Riots in
Chicago (1968)

1968 Presidential Election

Nixon and Agnew

Humphrey and Muskie

George Wallace

“The Silent Majority”

Apollo 8 (1968)

Soviet Sea Power

The Generation Gap & the Youth Movement

The Beatles & the “British Invasion™ (1964-
1969)

Hippies & the Summer of Love (1967)

First Lunar Landing (1969)

Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin

Apollo 13 (1970)

Skylab (1973-1979)

Apollo-Soyuz Flight (1975)

Viking Lander on Mars (1976)

Woodstock and Altamont Festivals (1969)

Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem & Women’s
Liberation Movement

Roe vs. Wade

Gay Liberation Movement

Cesar Chavez and the Chicano Movement

Russell Means and the American Indian
Movement

Nixon and Vietnam War

Kent State Shootings (1970)

End of Vietnam War (1973)

Nixon’s visits to China and the Soviet Union
(1972)



SALT I and Détente with the Soviet Union

Presidential Election of 1972

George McGovern

Woodward and Bernstein

Watergate Scandal (1972-1974)

Resignation of Agnew and Appointment of
Ford as VP

Nixon’s Resignation (1974)

Ford’s Pardon of Nixon (1974)

Inflation, Unemployment and Recession

Fall of Saigon and South Vietnam (1975)

1976 Presidential Election

Jimmy Carter

Panama Canal Treaty (1977)

Camp David Accords (1978)
Diplomatic Recognition of China (1979)
SALT I1 (1979)

Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan (1980)
U.S. Boycott of 1980 Olympics

Iran Hostage Crisis (1979-1980)

1980 Presidential Election

Ronald Reagan



