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TOPIC: The Cold War 



Combating Communism 

In Europe 



In the summer of 1945 President 

Truman met with Churchill and Stalin in 

Germany to discuss their postwar plans. 



Postwar Germany was divided into four 

occupation zones: Soviet, U.S., British, 

and French. Berlin was similarly divided. 



Between 1945 and 1950, all Europe 

became divided between Western-style 

democracies and ñSoviet Sphereò states. 



ñFrom Stettin in the Baltic 

to Trieste in the Adriatic, 

an iron curtain  has descended 

across the Continent. Behind 

that line lie all the 

capitals of the ancient 

states of Central and Eastern 

Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, 

Prague, Vienna, Budapest, 

Belgrade, Bucharest and 

Sofia, all these famous 

cities and the populations 

around them lie in what I 

must call the Soviet sphere, 

and all are subject in one 

form or another, not only to 

Soviet influence but to a 

very high and, in many cases, 

increasing measure of control 

from Moscow.ñ 

--  Winston Churchill,March 5, 1946  

In 1946, at Fulton, Missouri, Winston 

Churchill made his ñIron Curtainò speech. 



State Dept. expert George Kennan 

originated the U.S. Cold War policy of 

the ñcontainmentò of Communism.  

ñThe main element of any 

United States policy 

toward the Soviet Union 

must be a long - term, 

patient but firm and 

vigilant containment of 

Russian expansive 

tendencies.ò 

-- George F. Kennan, 1947   



1947: The ñTruman Doctrineò 
$400 million in aid to Greece & Turkey 



1948-1952: The ñMarshall Planò 
$13 billion in aid to Europe 



8 min. 9 sec. 



1948: Soviet blockade of West Berlin threatens world peace. 



The Berlin Airlift or ñOperation Vittles,ò 1948-1949, 

overcame the Soviet blockade. 

Planes landed every 90 seconds and turned around in 

6 minutes. Altogether, 236,616 flights transported 

more than 2 million tons of supplies. 

2 min. 47 sec. 


