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PRESIDENTS 

1945-1981 



Harry S. Truman (Democrat)ð1945-1953) 

ñThe Fair Dealò 

ÅUnited Nations Established 

ÅState of Israel Recognized 

ÅChampion of Equal Rights for all Americans 

ÅAdvocated National Health Insurance 

ÅOpposed Taft-Hartley Act 

ÅExpanded Social Security, Federal Aid for 

Education, and raised the minimum wage 



ÅNo commitment to social or economic reform 

ÅBalanced federal budget 

ÅReduced military spending 

ÅSupported National Highway System 

ÅKept federal activities to a minimum 

ÅEncouraged resistance to Communism in 
Southeast Asia 

Eisenhowerôs ñModern Republicanismò 

7 min. 42 sec. 



John F. Kennedy (Democrat)ð1961-1963) 

ñThe New Frontierò 

ÅCreated the Peace Corps 

ÅSet the goal of reaching the Moon by end of 1960s 

ÅSupported equal rights for all Americans 

ÅProvided support for defense of South Vietnam 

ÅOpposed Castro regime in Cuba 

ÅSuccessfully defused Cuban Missile Crisis 

ÅSupported American presence in Berlin 



Lyndon B. Johnson (Democrat)ð1963-1969 

ñThe Great Societyò 

ÅChampioned equal rights for all Americans (3 Civil Rights bills) 

ÅDeclared ñWar on Povertyò (Equal Opportunities Act) 

ÅChampioned health insurance for elderly and poor (Medicare and 

Medicaid) 

ÅChampioned consumer and environmental laws 

ÅEncouraged exploration of space 

ÅCommitted combat troops to the War in Vietnam 



Richard M. Nixon (Republicanð1969-1974) 

ÅEncouraged ñd®tenteò between U.S. and China and Soviet 

Union 

ÅSought ñPeace with Honorò in Vietnam 

ÅEnded war in Vietnam at beginning of second term 

ÅTried to cover up Watergate burglary 

ÅResigned in 1974 to avoid impeachment 



Gerald R. Ford (Republicanð1974-1977) 

ÅPardoned Nixon 

Å In office during reunification of Vietnam under a 

Communist government 

ÅVetoed increase in veteransô benefits 

ÅUnable to bring inflation and recession under control 

ÅOnly President never elected to office 



Jimmy Carter (Democratð1977-1981) 

ÅChampioned environmental laws 

ÅMediated peace between Israel and Egypt 

ÅNormalized relations with China 

ÅArranged future transfer of Panama Canal 

ÅSuccessfully negotiated release of Iran hostages 



Life in Postwar America 

Boom Times & the Rise of the Middle Class 



Following World War II, Americaôs economy boomed and the 

middle class dramatically increased in size. 



The G.I. Bill 

Å Signed into law by FDR in 1944 

Å Enabled millions of veterans to go to 
college  

Å Provided veterans with no-down 
payment home loans; stimulated 
postwar housing boom. 

Å Provided veterans with 
unemployment insurance for up to 1 
year from date of discharge 

5 min. 28 sec. 



The G.I. Bill stimulated the 

postwar building boom.  



Developer Bill Levitt pioneered the assembly-line method of building 

inexpensive suburban houses in Levittown, Long Island, NY. 



By the end of  the 1950s, 25% of all Americans lived in Levitt-

style suburban housing developments all over the country. 



In 1950 there were 39 million cars on the road. By 1960 

there were 74 million and 80% of American families had at 

least one car. The rest had two or more. 




