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Dallas History 1945-1972 



In 1948 President Truman 

campaigned all over the U.S., 

blasting the ñdo-nothing 

Republican Congress.ò In 

Dallas, he held the first 

racially integrated political 

rally in Texas at Oak Cliffôs 

Rebel Field (later called 

Burnett Field). 



The G.I. Bill stimulated the 

postwar building boom. Bill 

Levittôs ñLevittownò development 

on Long Island, New York, was 

one of the first to use building and 

marketing techniques that would 

be adopted by developers all over 

the United States. 



The economy was also stimulated 

by the postwar ñBaby Boom.ò 



Between 1946 and 1964, some 75 million ñbaby boomersò were born, putting a 

strain on public schools and helping American businesses make fantastic profits. 



In 1948, Dallas real estate developers began building houses on 

newly-annexed former cotton fields. This 1953 photo shows a 

brand-new home in the Casa View suburban development. 



One of the first postwar 

shopping centers built in Dallas 

was Casa Linda, at the 

intersection of Buckner 

Boulevard and Garland Road. 

Other large postwar Dallas 

shopping centers include Casa 

View, Lochwood, Medallion, 

and Wynnewood (in Oak Cliff). 



The Automobile was essential to life in the suburbs 



I-35 Stemmons Freeway, which connects Texas with the 

Midwest (and passes through Dallas), was one of the first 

interstate freeways constructed. 



But throughout the South, including Dallas, Texas, ñall deliberate speed  

was interpreted as ñslow.ò Here is an all-white first grade class in 1955, 

one year after Brown vs. Board of Education. 



Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

made the first of 5 visits to Dallas 

on April 22, 1956, when he 

addressed the congregation of the 

Good Street Baptist Church on 

Youth Sunday. 

 

This occurred not long after his 

house was damaged by dynamite 

by white racists. Dallasô black 

community could empathize. 

There had recently been 

dynamiting of black homes in 

Dallas. 



On September 12, 1960 Nixon spoke at Dallasôs Memorial Auditorium. 

Kennedy appeared there on September 13, less than 24 hours later. 



Ironically, Kennedyôs 1960 motorcade took him up Main Street, through Dealey Plaza, 

where, if he had looked to his left, he would have seen the spot where he would be 

shot by an assassin three years later. In 1960, the worse thing that struck him was an 

unexpected handful of confetti thrown by an enthusiastic supporter. 



On October 9, 1961, 

President Kennedy 

made a second trip to 

Dallas (the first since 

assuming the 

presidency), to visit 

ailing Speaker of the 

House Sam Rayburn at 

Baylor Hospital. After 

Air Force One landed 

at Love Field, JFK was 

taken straight to see 

Rayburn. He departed 

immediately afterward. 



On November 14, 1961, the 

Presidentôs brother, Attorney 

General Robert F. Kennedy, 

also visited Dallas, where he 

addressed the Associated Press 

Managing Editors Conference 

at the Sheraton-Dallas Hotel. In 

his speech, RFK praised Dallas 

for its peaceful progress in 

desegregating public schools. 




