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4: Colonies in an Empire 



Later Immigrants to America 



The 1718 Transportation Act allowed British judges to send convicts to America. 



During the colonial era, 

approximately 50,000 British 

convicts were ñtransported.ò 

Upon arrival, they were sold into 

indentured servitude. 



During the 1700s about 200,000 ñScotch-

Irish (or Scots-Irish) came to America.  

They came from 

Northern Ireland 



Most settled in the backcountry where they 

became ñYeoman Farmersò 



From 1680 to 1780 up to 100,000 Germans 

immigrated to the British colonies in America. 

Most came from the 

Rhineland or Palatinate. 



Religion and Philosophy 

in 18th Century America 

Revivalism vs. Enlightenment 



Jonathan Edwards & George Whitefield 

led the First ñGreat Awakeningò 

(1730s-1740s) 

Å A period of increased religious activity 

Å Participants became emotionally bound 

up in conversion or recommitment to 

Christianity 

Å Led to increase in evangelical church 

membership 

Å Appealed to the largely uneducated 

masses 

Jonathan Edwards 

4 min. 44 sec. 



Å Appealed to wealthy, educated elites in Europe and America 

Å Called for human affairs to be guided by rationality 

Å Embraced a world view validated by science 

Å Gave rise to religious philosophy of ñDeismò 

The Enlightenment (or ñAge of Reasonò) 

1650-1804 



In America, Englishman John Locke (1632-

1704) was one of the best known and most 

admired Enlightenment era philosophers.  

3 min. 21 sec. 



Of all the ñFounding Fathersò 

influenced by Enlightenment ideas, 

Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania 

(1706-1790) was the most famous 

prior to the American Revolution. 

Franklin was a publisher, scientist, 

inventor, politician, and a Deist. 



Franklin published one of the first colonial newspapers, the Pennsylvania 

Gazette, and Poor Richardsôs Almanac. 


