
History 1302 Part Three 

25: The Roaring Twenties: 

Transition to Modern America 



Overview of the 1920s 



Following ratification of the 18th Amendment and passage of 

the Volstead Act, Prohibition takes effect in January 1920, 

leading to widespread law-breaking.  
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In 1920 the U.S. census revealed that 

more people lived in cities (54 million) 

than in rural areas (52 million). 



A growing demand for electrical 

appliances, such as refrigerators, 

toasters, washing machines, and vacuum 

cleaners helped stimulate the economy.  



And you could buy appliances on credit (notice 

the ñEasy Termsò sign in the window). 



Before the 1920s, radio enthusiasts listened, mainly to 

each other, on primitive crystal radio sets. 



The first commercial radio station in the U.S. was 

KDKA in Pittsburgh, PA, which began broadcasting 

on Nov. 2, 1920. By 1930 there were more than 800 

independent stations.  
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The auto industry flourished in the 

1920s. In 1920 there were 10 

million cars in the U.S. By 1930 

there were 26 million! 



The Auto Industry stimulated other 

areas of the economy: particularly 

petroleum, rubber, glass, and steel. 




