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The Wilmot Proviso (1846)  proposed to exclude slavery from territory 

bought from Mexico. It passed the House but failed in the Senate. 

ñ...an express and fundamental condition to the acquisition of 

any territory from Mexico, that neither slavery or involuntary 

servitude should ever exist therein.ò 



In the 1850s Senator Stephen A. 

Douglas of Illinois advocated 

ñPopular Sovereigntyò in the 

new territories. 

ñI am for the great principle of 

popular sovereignty é, that is, to 

allow the people of an organized 

territory to exercise all the rights of 

self-government, according to the 

Constitution.ò 

             ---Stephen A. Douglas, 1850 



1. California admitted as 

a free state. 

Compromise of 1850 



Compromise of 1850 

2. Remainder of Mexican Cession to be 
divided into Utah and New Mexico 
Territories, with ñpopular sovereignty.ò 



Compromise of 1850 

3. Texas to give up claims to eastern New 
Mexico in return for assumption of debts by 
federal government. 



Compromise of 1850 
4. A tough new fugitive slave law. 



5. Slave Trade in Washington, D.C. abolished. 

Compromise of 1850 



Result of the Compromise of 1850 



In 1852 Harriet Beecher Stoweôs Uncle Tomôs 

Cabin aroused anti-slavery sentiment in the North. 

2 min. 50 sec. 



1854: The Kansas-Nebraska Act 

applied popular sovereignty to an 

area previously closed to slavery. 



Result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act 




