
History 1301 Part Three

12: Religion and Reform



The Second Great Awakening



In 1825 a Presbyterian minister, 

Charles G. Finney, began a ñSecond 

Great Awakeningò by holding revival 

meetings in upstate New York.



Before long,  itinerant evangelical preachers (mostly Presbyterian, Baptists, and 

Methodist),  were holding ñcamp meetingsò all over the country, where ñbackslidersò 

were brought back to Christianity.



Camp meetings tended to be frenzied affairs.



Because it became the center of the ñSecond Great 

Awakening,ò this part of New York state was called 

the ñBurned Over District.ò

ñThere was in the place where we lived an unusual 

excitement on the subject of religion. It commenced 

with the Methodists, but soon became general among 

all the sects in that region of the country, indeed the 

whole district of the Country seemed affected by it 

and great multitudes united themselves to the 

different religious parties, which created no small stir 

and division among the peopleéPriest contended 

against priest, and convert against convert so that all 

their good feelings one for another were entirely lost 

in a strife of words and a contest about opinions.ò

--Joseph Smith, Jr. 

10 min. `19 sec.



The Mormons



Joseph Smith, known as ñThe Prophet,ò founded the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints (or Mormon Church) in New York state in 

1830. Persecuted by mainstream Christians, the Mormons moved west. 

During the 1838 ñMormon Warò in Missouri, the Governor ordered 

them to be ñexterminated.ò



In 1846-1847, following Smithôs murder by an anti-

Mormon mob in Illinois, his successor,  Brigham Young, 

led the Mormons to present-day Utah.

6 min. 47 sec.



The Reformers



One early 19th century reform movement called for 

ñTemperanceò in regard to alcoholic beverages.

7 min. 49 sec.



In 1837 Massachusetts 

Legislator and Lawyer 

Horace Mann advocated 

educational reformða 

common public school 

system open to all.

ñEducation then, beyond all other 

devices of human origin, is the great 

equalizer of the conditions of men, the 

balance-wheel of the social 

machinery.ò
--Horace Mann

1 min. 34 sec.



In the 1840s Dorothea Dix petitioned 

state governments for better care and 

treatment of the mentally ill.

ñI come to present the strong 

claims of suffering humanity. I 

come to place before the 

Legislature of Massachusetts the 

condition of the miserable, the 

desolate, the outcast. I come as the 

advocate of helpless, forgotten, 

insane men and women; of beings 

sunk to a condition from which the 

unconcerned world would start with 

real horror.ò

--Dorothea Dix

3 min. 37 sec.



In 1831 Boston Publisher William Lloyd 

Garrison began his leadership of the 

Abolitionist or anti-slavery movement ñI am aware that many 

object to the severity of 

my language; but is there 

no cause for severity? I 

will be as harsh as truth, 

and as uncompromising 

as justice. On this 

subject, I do not wish to 

think, or speak, or write, 

with moderationéI am 

in earnestðI will not 

equivocateðI will not 

excuseðI will not retreat 

a single inchðand I will 

be heard!ò

--William Lloyd Garrison


